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abbess the head of a convent or monastery for women.
abbot the head of a monastery.
absolutism a form of government in which the sovereign power
or ultimate authority rested in the hands of a monarch who
claimed to rule by divine right and was therefore responsible only
to God.
Abstract Expressionism a post–World War II artistic movement
that broke with all conventions of form and structure in favor of
total abstraction.
abstract painting an artistic movement that developed early in
the twentieth century in which artists focused on color to avoid
any references to visual reality.
aediles Roman officials who supervised the public games and the
grain supply of the city of Rome.
agricultural revolution the application of new agricultural
techniques that allowed for a large increase in productivity in the
eighteenth century.
Agricultural (Neolithic) Revolution see Neolithic Revolution.
anarchism a political theory that holds that all governments and
existing social institutions are unnecessary and advocates a society based on voluntary cooperation.
anticlericalism opposition to the power of the clergy, especially
in political affairs.
anti-Semitism hostility toward or discrimination against
Jews.
apartheid the system of racial segregation practiced in the
Republic of South Africa until the 1990s, which involved political,
legal, and economic discrimination against nonwhites.
appeasement the policy, followed by the European nations in
the 1930s, of accepting Hitler’s annexation of Austria and
Czechoslovakia in the belief that meeting his demands would
assure peace and stability.
Arianism a Christian heresy that taught that Jesus was inferior
to God. Though condemned by the Council of Nicaea in 325,
Arianism was adopted by many of the Germanic peoples who
entered the Roman Empire over the next centuries.
aristocracy a class of hereditary nobility in medieval Europe; a warrior class who shared a distinctive lifestyle based on the institution of knighthood, although there were social divisions within
the group based on extremes of wealth.
audiencias advisory groups to viceroys in Spanish America.
Ausgleich the “Compromise” of 1867 that created the Dual
Monarchy of Austria-Hungary. Austria and Hungary each had
its own capital, constitution, and legislative assembly but were
united under one monarch.
authoritarian state a state that has a dictatorial government
and some other trappings of a totalitarian state but does not
demand that the masses be actively involved in the regime’s goals
as totalitarian states do.
auxiliaries troops enlisted from the subject peoples of the Roman
Empire to supplement the regular legions composed of Roman
citizens.
balance of power a distribution of power among several states
such that no single nation can dominate or interfere with the
interests of another.
Baroque an artistic movement of the seventeenth century in
Europe that used dramatic effects to arouse the emotions and reflected the search for power that was a large part of the seventeenthcentury ethos.

benefice in the Christian church, a position, such as a bishopric,
that consisted of both a sacred office and the right of the holder
to the annual revenues from the position.
bicameral legislature a legislature with two houses.
Black Death the outbreak of plague (mostly bubonic) in the midfourteenth century that killed from 25 to 50 percent of Europe’s
population.
Blitzkrieg “lightning war.” A war conducted with great speed
and force, as in Germany’s advance at the beginning of World
War II.
Bolsheviks a small faction of the Russian Social Democratic Party
who were led by Lenin and dedicated to violent revolution; they
seized power in Russia in 1917 and were subsequently renamed
the Communists.
bourgeoisie (burghers) inhabitants (merchants and artisans) of
boroughs and burghs (towns).
boyars the Russian nobility.
Brezhnev Doctrine the doctrine, enunciated by Leonid Brezhnev,
that the Soviet Union had a right to intervene if socialism was
threatened in another socialist state; used to justify moving
Soviet troops into Czechoslovakia in 1968.
Burschenschaften student societies in the German states dedicated to fostering the goal of a free, united Germany.
caliph the secular leader of the Islamic community.
capital material wealth used or available for use in the production
of more wealth.
cartel a combination of independent commercial enterprises that
work together to control prices and limit competition.
Cartesian dualism Descartes’s principle of the separation of
mind and matter (and mind and body) that enabled scientists to
view matter as something separate from themselves that could be
investigated by reason.
celibacy complete abstinence from sexual activity. Many early
Christians viewed celibacy as the surest way to holiness.
centuriate assembly the chief popular assembly of the Roman
Republic. It passed laws and elected the chief magistrates.
chansons de geste a form of vernacular literature in the High
Middle Ages that consisted of heroic epics focusing on the deeds
of warriors.
chivalry the ideal of civilized behavior that emerged among
the nobility in the eleventh and twelfth centuries under the influence of the church; a code of ethics knights were expected to
uphold.
cholera a serious and often deadly disease commonly spread by
contaminated water; a major problem in nineteenth-century
European cities before sewerage systems were installed.
Christian (northern) humanism an intellectual movement in
northern Europe in the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries that combined the interest in the classics of the Italian
Renaissance with an interest in the sources of early Christianity,
including the New Testament and the writings of the church
fathers.
civic humanism an intellectual movement of the Italian
Renaissance that saw Cicero, who was both an intellectual and
a statesman, as the ideal and held that humanists should be
involved in government and use their rhetorical training in the
service of the state.
civil disobedience a policy of peaceful protest against laws or
government policies in order to achieve political change.
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civilization a complex culture in which large numbers of humans
share a variety of common elements, including cities; religious,
political, military, and social structures; writing; and significant
artistic and intellectual activity.
civil rights the basic rights of citizens, including equality before
the law, freedom of speech and press, and freedom from arbitrary
arrest.
Cold War the ideological conflict between the Soviet Union and
the United States after World War II.
collective farms large farms created in the Soviet Union by Stalin
by combining many small holdings into large farms worked by the
peasants under government supervision.
coloni free tenant farmers who worked as sharecroppers on the
large estates of the Roman Empire (singular: colonus).
Columbian Exchange the reciprocal importation and exportation
of plants and animals between Europe and the Americas.
commercial capitalism beginning in the Middle Ages, an economic system in which people invested in trade and goods in
order to make profits.
common law law common to the entire kingdom of England;
imposed by the king’s courts beginning in the twelfth century to
replace the customary law used in county and feudal courts that
varied from place to place.
commune in medieval Europe, an association of townspeople
bound together by a sworn oath for the purpose of obtaining
basic liberties from the lord of the territory in which the town
was located; also, the self-governing town after receiving its
liberties.
conciliarism a movement in fourteenth- and fifteenth-century
Europe that held that final authority in spiritual matters resided with a general church council, not the pope; it emerged
in response to the Avignon papacy and the Great Schism and
was used to justify the summoning of the Council of Constance
(1414–1418).
condottieri leaders of bands of mercenary soldiers in Renaissance
Italy who sold their services to the highest bidder.
confession one of the seven sacraments of the Catholic Church; it
provided for the forgiveness of one’s sins.
conquistadors “conquerors.” Leaders in the Spanish conquests
in the Americas, especially Mexico and Peru, in the sixteenth
century.
conscription a military draft.
conservatism an ideology based on tradition and social stability
that favored the maintenance of established institutions, organized religion, and obedience to authority and resisted change,
especially abrupt change.
consuls the chief executive officers of the Roman Republic. Two
were chosen annually to administer the government and lead the
army in battle.
consumer society Western society that emerged after World
War II as the working classes adopted the consumption patterns
of the middle class and payment plans, credit cards, and easy
credit made consumer goods such as appliances and automobiles
affordable.
containment a policy adopted by the United States in the Cold
War. Its goal was to use whatever means, short of all-out war, to
limit Soviet expansion.
Continental System Napoleon’s effort to bar British goods from
the Continent in the hope of weakening Britain’s economy and destroying its capacity to wage war.
cosmopolitan the quality of being sophisticated and having wide
international experience.
cottage industry a system of textile manufacturing in which
spinners and weavers worked at home in their cottages using raw
materials supplied to them by capitalist entrepreneurs.
council of the plebs a council only for plebeians. After 287 ...,
however, its resolutions were binding on all Romans.
Crusade in the Middle Ages, a military campaign in defense of
Christendom.
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Cubism an artistic style developed at the beginning of the twentieth century, especially by Pablo Picasso, that used geometric
designs to re-create reality in the viewer’s mind.
cultural relativism the belief that no culture is superior to
another because culture is a matter of custom, not reason, and
derives its meaning from the group holding it.
cuneiform “wedge-shaped.” A system of writing developed by the
Sumerians that consisted of wedge-shaped impressions made by a
reed stylus on clay tablets.
curiales city councilors in Roman cities who played an important
role in governing the vast Roman Empire.
Dadaism an artistic movement in the 1920s and 1930s begun by
artists who were revolted by the senseless slaughter of World War
I and used their “anti-art” to express contempt for the Western
tradition.
de-Christianization a policy, adopted in the radical phase
of the French Revolution, aimed at creating a secular society
by eliminating Christian forms and institutions from French
society.
decolonization the process of becoming free of colonial status
and achieving statehood; it occurred in most of the world’s colonies between 1947 and 1962.
deconstruction (poststructuralism) a system of thought, formulated by Jacques Derrida, that holds that culture is created in
a variety of ways, according to the manner in which people create
their own meaning. Hence, there is no fixed truth or universal
meaning.
deism belief in God as the creator of the universe who, after setting it in motion, ceased to have any direct involvement in it and
allowed it to run according to its own natural laws.
demesne the part of a manor retained under the direct control of
the lord and worked by the serfs as part of their labor services.
denazification after World War II, the Allied policy of rooting out
any traces of Nazism in German society by bringing prominent
Nazis to trial for war crimes and purging any known Nazis from
political office.
depression a very severe, protracted economic downturn with
high levels of unemployment.
de-Stalinization the policy of denouncing and undoing the most
repressive aspects of Stalin’s regime; begun by Nikita Khrushchev
in 1956.
détente the relaxation of tension between the Soviet Union and
the United States that occurred in the 1970s.
developed nations a term used to refer to rich nations, primarily
in the Northern Hemisphere, that have well-organized industrial
and agricultural systems, advanced technologies, and effective
educational systems.
developing nations a term used to refer to poor nations, mainly
in the Southern Hemisphere, that are primarily farming nations
with little technology and serious population problems.
dialectic logic, one of the seven liberal arts that made up the
medieval curriculum. In Marxist thought, the process by which all
change occurs through the clash of antagonistic elements.
Diaspora the scattering of Jews throughout the ancient world after the Babylonian captivity in the sixth century ...
dictator in the Roman Republic, an official granted unlimited
power to run the state for a short period of time, usually six
months, during an emergency.
diocese the area under the jurisdiction of a Christian bishop;
based originally on Roman administrative districts.
divination the practice of seeking to foretell future events by interpreting divine signs, which could appear in various forms, such
as in entrails of animals, in patterns in smoke, or in dreams.
divine-right monarchy a monarchy based on the belief that monarchs receive their power directly from God and are responsible to
no one except God.
domino theory the belief that if the Communists succeeded in
Vietnam, other countries in Southeast and East Asia would also
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fall (like dominoes) to communism; cited as a justification for the
U.S. intervention in Vietnam.
Donatism a Christian heresy that argued that the sacraments of
the church were not valid if administered by an immoral priest.
dualism the belief that the universe is dominated by two opposing forces, one good and the other evil.
dynastic state a state in which the maintenance and expansion
of the interests of the ruling family is the primary consideration.
economic imperialism the process in which banks and corporations from developed nations invest in underdeveloped regions
and establish a major presence there in the hope of making high
profits; not necessarily the same as colonial expansion in that
businesses invest where they can make a profit, which may not be
in their own nation’s colonies.
economic liberalism the idea that government should not interfere in the workings of the economy.
Einsatzgruppen in Nazi Germany, special strike forces in the
SS that played an important role in rounding up and killing
Jews.
empiricism the practice of relying on observation and experiment.
encomienda in Spanish America, a form of economic and social
organization in which a Spaniard was given a royal grant that
enabled the holder of the grant to collect tribute from the Indians
and use them as laborers.
enlightened absolutism an absolute monarchy in which the
ruler follows the principles of the Enlightenment by introducing reforms for the improvement of society, allowing freedom of
speech and the press, permitting religious toleration, expanding
education, and ruling in accordance with the laws.
Enlightenment an eighteenth-century intellectual movement,
led by the philosophes, that stressed the application of reason and
the scientific method to all aspects of life.
entrepreneur one who organizes, operates, and assumes the risk
in a business venture in the expectation of making a profit.
Epicureanism a philosophy founded by Epicurus in the fourth century ... that taught that happiness (freedom from emotional
turmoil) could be achieved through the pursuit of pleasure
(intellectual rather than sensual pleasure).
equestrians a group of extremely wealthy men in the late Roman
Republic who were effectively barred from high office but sought
political power commensurate with their wealth; called equestrians because many had gotten their start as cavalry officers
(equites).
estates (orders) the traditional tripartite division of European
society based on heredity and quality rather than wealth or economic standing, first established in the Middle Ages and continuing into the eighteenth century; traditionally consisted of those
who pray (the clergy), those who fight (the nobility), and those
who work (all the rest).
ethnic cleansing the policy of killing or forcibly removing people
of another ethnic group; used by the Serbs against Bosnian
Muslims in the 1990s.
Eucharist a Christian sacrament in which consecrated bread and
wine are consumed in celebration of Jesus’s Last Supper; also
called the Lord’s Supper or communion.
Eurocommunism a form of communism that dropped its Marxist
ideology. It was especially favored in Italy.
evolutionary socialism a socialist doctrine espoused by Eduard
Bernstein who argued that socialists should stress cooperation
and evolution to attain power by democratic means rather than by
conflict and revolution.
exchequer the permanent royal treasury of England. It emerged
during the reign of King Henry II in the twelfth century.
excommunication in the Catholic Church, a censure depriving a
person of the right to receive the sacraments of the church.
existentialism a philosophical movement that arose after World
War II that emphasized the meaninglessness of life, born of the
desperation caused by two world wars.

family allowances one aspect of the welfare state whereby the
state provides a minimum level of material assistance for
children.
fascism an ideology or movement that exalts the nation above
the individual and calls for a centralized government with a dictatorial leader, economic and social regimentation, and forcible suppression of opposition; in particular, the ideology of Mussolini’s
Fascist regime in Italy.
federates German troops enlisted in groups to fight as allies for
the Romans.
feminism the belief in the social, political, and economic equality
of the sexes; also, organized activity to advance women’s rights.
fief a landed estate granted to a vassal in exchange for military
services.
Final Solution the attempted physical extermination of the
Jewish people by the Nazis during World War II.
Five Pillars of Islam the major tenets of the Muslim faith: belief
in Allah and Muhammad as his Prophet; standard prayer five
times a day and public prayer on Friday; observance of the holy
month of Ramadan by fasting from dawn to sunset; making a pilgrimage (the hajj) to Mecca in one’s lifetime if possible; and giving
alms to the poor.
folk culture the traditional arts and crafts, literature, music,
and other customs of the people; something that people make,
as opposed to modern popular culture, which is something
people buy.
free trade the unrestricted international exchange of goods with
low or no tariffs.
Führerprinzip in Nazi Germany, a leadership principle based on
the belief in a single-minded party (the Nazis) under one leader
(Hitler).
functionalism the idea that the function of an object should determine its design and materials.
general strike a strike by all or most workers in an economy; espoused by Georges Sorel as the heroic action that could be used to
inspire the workers to destroy capitalist society.
genocide the deliberate extermination of a people.
gentry well-to-do English landowners below the level of the nobility. They played an important role in the English Civil War of the
seventeenth century.
geocentric conception the belief that the earth was at the center
of the universe and that the sun and other celestial objects revolved around the earth.
Girondins a faction in the National Convention during the French
Revolution that favored keeping the king alive; so-called because
their leaders came from the Gironde in southwestern France.
glasnost “openness.” Mikhail Gorbachev’s policy of encouraging
Soviet citizens to openly discuss the strengths and weaknesses of
the Soviet Union.
global economy an interdependent economy in which the production, distribution, and sale of goods are accomplished on a worldwide scale.
globalization a term referring to the trend by which peoples and
nations have become more interdependent; often used to refer to
the development of a global economy and culture.
global warming the increase in the temperature of the earth’s
atmosphere caused by the greenhouse effect.
good emperors the five emperors who ruled from 96 to 180
(Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, and Marcus Aurelius), a
period of peace and prosperity for the Roman Empire.
Gothic a term used to describe the art and especially architecture
of Europe in the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth centuries.
Gothic literature a form of literature used by Romantics to
emphasize the bizarre and unusual, especially evident in horror
stories.
Great Schism the crisis in the late medieval church when there
were first two and then three popes; ended by the Council of
Constance (1414–1418).
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greenhouse effect the warming of the earth caused by the
buildup of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere as a result of human
activity.
guest workers foreign workers working temporarily in European
countries.
guild an association of people with common interests and concerns, especially people working in the same craft. In medieval
Europe, guilds came to control much of the production process and
to restrict entry into various trades.
gymnasium in Classical Greece, a place for athletics; in the
Hellenistic Age, a secondary school with a curriculum centered on
music, physical exercise, and literature.
heliocentric conception the belief that the sun, not the earth, is
at the center of the universe.
Hellenistic literally, “imitating the Greeks”; the era after the
death of Alexander the Great when Greek culture spread into the
Near East and blended with the culture of that region.
helots serfs in ancient Sparta who were permanently bound to
the land that they worked for their Spartan masters.
heresy the holding of religious doctrines different from the official teachings of the church.
Hermeticism an intellectual movement beginning in the fifteenth
century that taught that divinity is embodied in all aspects of nature; it included works on alchemy and magic as well as theology
and philosophy. The tradition continued into the seventeenth century and influenced many of the leading figures of the Scientific
Revolution.
hetairai highly sophisticated courtesans in ancient Athens who
offered intellectual and musical entertainment as well as sex.
hieroglyphics a pictorial system of writing used in ancient Egypt.
high culture the literary and artistic culture of the educated and
wealthy ruling classes.
Holocaust the mass slaughter of European Jews by the Nazis during World War II.
home rule in the United Kingdom, self-government by having a
separate parliament but not complete independence.
hoplites heavily armed infantry soldiers in ancient Greece who
entered battle in a phalanx formation.
Huguenots French Calvinists.
humanism an intellectual movement in Renaissance Italy based
on the study of the Greek and Roman classics.
iconoclasm a movement against the use of icons (pictures of
sacred figures) in the eighth-century Byzantine Empire
iconoclast a member of an eighth-century Byzantine movement
against the use of icons, which was condemned as idolatry.
ideology a political philosophy such as conservatism or liberalism.
imperium in the Roman Republic, the right to command troops
that belonged to the chief executive officers (consuls and praetors); a military commander was known as an imperator. In the
Roman Empire, the title imperator (emperor) came to be used for
the ruler.
Impressionism an artistic movement that originated in France in
the 1870s. Impressionists sought to capture their impressions of
the changing effects of light on objects in nature.
individualism emphasis on and interest in the unique traits of
each person.
indulgence in Christian theology, the remission of part or all of
the temporal punishment in purgatory due to sin; granted for
charitable contributions and other good deeds. Indulgences became a regular practice of the Christian church in the High Middle
Ages, and their abuse was instrumental in sparking Luther’s reform movement in the sixteenth century.
infanticide the practice of killing infants.
inflation a sustained rise in the price level.
intendants royal officials in seventeenth-century France who
were sent into the provinces to execute the orders of the central
government.
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interdict in the Catholic Church, a censure by which a region or
country is deprived of receiving the sacraments.
intervention, principle of the idea, after the Congress of
Vienna, that the great powers of Europe had the right to send
armies into countries experiencing revolution to restore legitimate monarchs to their thrones.
isolationism a foreign policy in which a nation refrains from
making alliances or engaging actively in international affairs.
Janissaries an elite core of eight thousand troops personally loyal
to the sultan of the Ottoman Empire.
jihad “striving in the way of the Lord.” In Islam, the attempt to
achieve personal betterment, although it can also mean fair, defensive fighting to preserve one’s life and one’s faith.
joint-stock company a company or association that raises capital
by selling shares to individuals who receive dividends on their investment while a board of directors runs the company.
joint-stock investment bank a bank created by selling shares
of stock to investors. Such banks potentially have access to much
more capital than private banks owned by one or a few individuals.
justification the primary doctrine of the Protestant Reformation,
teaching that humans are saved not through good works but by
the grace of God, bestowed freely through the sacrifice of Jesus.
Kulturkampf “culture conflict.” The name given to Bismarck’s attack on the Catholic Church in Germany, which has come to refer
to conflict between church and state anywhere.
laissez-faire “let (them) do (as they please).” An economic doctrine that holds that an economy is best served when the government does not interfere but allows the economy to self-regulate
according to the forces of supply and demand.
latifundia large landed estates in the Roman Empire (singular:
latifundium).
lay investiture the practice in which someone other than a member of the clergy chose a bishop and invested him with the symbols of both his temporal office and his spiritual office; led to the
Investiture Controversy, which was ended by compromise in the
Concordat of Worms in 1122.
Lebensraum “living space.” The doctrine, adopted by Hitler, that a
nation’s power depends on the amount of land it occupies; thus, a
nation must expand to be strong.
legitimacy, principle of the idea that after the Napoleonic
wars, peace could best be reestablished in Europe by restoring
legitimate monarchs who would preserve traditional institutions;
guided Metternich at the Congress of Vienna.
Leninism Lenin’s revision of Marxism that held that Russia need
not experience a bourgeois revolution before it could move toward
socialism.
liberal arts the seven areas of study that formed the basis of education in medieval and early modern Europe. Following Boethius
and other late Roman authors, they consisted of grammar, rhetoric, and dialectic or logic (the trivium) and arithmetic, geometry,
astronomy, and music (the quadrivium).
liberalism an ideology based on the belief that people should be as
free from restraint as possible. Economic liberalism is the idea that
the government should not interfere in the workings of the economy. Political liberalism is the idea that there should be restraints
on the exercise of power so that people can enjoy basic civil rights
in a constitutional state with a representative assembly.
limited monarchy (constitutional monarchy) a system of
government in which the monarch is limited by a representative
assembly and by the duty to rule in accordance with the laws of
the land.
major domus the chief officer of the king’s household in the
Frankish kingdom.
mandates a system established after World War I whereby a nation officially administered a territory (mandate) on behalf of the
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League of Nations. Thus, France administered Lebanon and Syria
as mandates, and Britain administered Iraq and Palestine.
Mannerism a sixteenth-century artistic movement in Europe that
deliberately broke down the High Renaissance principles of balance, harmony, and moderation.
manor an agricultural estate operated by a lord and worked by
peasants who performed labor services and paid various rents and
fees to the lord in exchange for protection and sustenance.
Marshall Plan the European Recovery Program, under which the
United States provided financial aid to European countries to help
them rebuild after World War II.
Marxism the political, economic, and social theories of Karl Marx,
which included the idea that history is the story of class struggle
and that ultimately the proletariat will overthrow the bourgeoisie
and establish a dictatorship en route to a classless society.
mass education a state-run educational system, usually free and
compulsory, that aims to ensure that all children in society have
at least a basic education.
mass leisure forms of leisure that appeal to large numbers of
people in a society, including the working classes; emerged at the
end of the nineteenth century to provide workers with amusements after work and on weekends; used during the twentieth
century by totalitarian states to control their populations.
mass politics a political order characterized by mass political parties and universal male and (eventually) female suffrage.
mass society a society in which the concerns of the majority—
the lower classes—play a prominent role; characterized by extension of voting rights, an improved standard of living for the lower
classes, and mass education.
materialism the belief that everything mental, spiritual, or ideal
is an outgrowth of physical forces and that truth is found in concrete material existence, not through feeling or intuition.
mercantilism an economic theory that held that a nation’s prosperity depended on its supply of gold and silver and that the total
volume of trade is unchangeable; its adherents therefore advocated that the government play an active role in the economy by
encouraging exports and discouraging imports, especially through
the use of tariffs.
Mesolithic Age the period from 10,000 to 7000 ..., characterized by a gradual transition from a food-gathering and hunting
economy to a food-producing economy.
Mesopotamia the valley between the Tigris and Euphrates
rivers.
metics resident foreigners in ancient Athens who were not permitted full rights of citizenship but did receive the protection of
the laws.
Middle Passage the journey of slaves from Africa to the Americas
as the middle leg of the triangular trade.
militarism a policy of aggressive military preparedness; in particular, the large armies based on mass conscription and complex,
inflexible plans for mobilization that most European nations had
before World War I.
millenarianism the belief that the end of the world is at hand
and the kingdom of God is about to be established on earth.
ministerial responsibility a tenet of nineteenth-century liberalism that held that ministers of the monarch should be responsible
to the legislative assembly rather than to the monarch.
mir a peasant village commune in Russia.
mobilization the organization of troops and supplies for service
in time of war.
Modern Devotion a movement founded by Gerard Groote in the
fourteenth century, aimed at a practical mysticism based on leading lives serving the needs of fellow human beings.
Modernism the artistic and literary styles that emerged in the decades before 1914 as artists rebelled against traditional efforts to
portray reality as accurately as possible (leading to Impressionism
and Cubism) and writers explored new forms.
monasticism a movement that began in early Christianity whose
purpose was to create communities of men and women who

practiced a communal life dedicated to God as a moral example to
the world around them.
monk a man who chooses to live a communal life divorced from
the world in order to dedicate himself totally to the will of God.
monogamy the practice of being married to one person at a time.
monotheism the doctrine or belief that there is only one God.
Mountain a faction in the National Convention during the French
Revolution that represented the interests of the city of Paris and
favored the execution of the king.
multiculturalism a term referring to the connection of several
cultural or ethnic groups within a society.
multinational corporation a company with divisions in more
than two countries.
mutual deterrence the belief that nuclear war could best be
prevented if both the United States and the Soviet Union had
sufficient nuclear weapons so that even if one nation launched a
preemptive first strike, the other could respond and devastate the
attacker.
mystery religions religions that involve initiation into secret
rites that promise intense emotional involvement with spiritual
forces and a greater chance of individual immortality.
mysticism the immediate experience of oneness with God.
nationalism a sense of national consciousness based on awareness of being part of a community—a “nation”—that has common institutions, traditions, language, and customs and that
becomes the focus of the individual’s primary political loyalty.
nationalities problem the dilemma faced by the AustroHungarian Empire in trying to unite a wide variety of ethnic
groups (Austrians, Hungarians, Poles, Croats, Czechs, Serbs,
Slovaks, and Slovenes, among others) in an era when nationalism
and calls for self-determination were coming to the fore.
nationalization the process of converting a business or industry
from private ownership to government control and ownership.
nation in arms the people’s army raised by universal mobilization to repel the foreign enemies of the French Revolution.
nation-state a form of political organization in which a relatively
homogeneous people inhabits a sovereign state, as opposed to a
state containing people of several nationalities.
NATO the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, a military alliance formed in 1949 in which the signatories (Belgium, Canada,
Denmark, France, Great Britain, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, and the United States) agreed to
provide mutual assistance if any one of them was attacked; later
expanded to include other nations.
natural laws a body of laws or specific principles held to be derived from nature and binding on all human societies even in the
absence of written laws governing such matters.
natural rights certain inalienable rights to which all people are
entitled, including the right to life, liberty, and property; freedom
of speech and religion; and equality before the law.
natural selection Darwin’s idea that organisms that are most
adaptable to their environment survive and pass on the variations
that enabled them to survive, while less adaptable organisms become extinct; “survival of the fittest.”
Nazi New Order the Nazis’ plan for their conquered territories;
it included the extermination of Jews and others considered inferior, ruthless exploitation of resources, German colonization in
the east, and the use of Poles, Russians, and Ukrainians as slave
labor.
Neoclassicism a late-eighteenth-century artistic movement that
emerged in France. It sought to recapture the dignity and simplicity of the Classical style of ancient Greece and Rome.
Neolithic Revolution the shift from hunting animals and gathering plants for sustenance to producing food by sytematic agriculture that occurred gradually between 10,000 and 4000 ... (the
Neolithic or “New Stone” Age).
Neoplatonism a revival of Platonic philosophy in the third century
.., associated with Plotinus; a similar revival in the Italian
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Renaissance, associated with Marsilio Ficino, who attempted to
synthesize Christianity and Platonism.
nepotism the appointment of family members to important political positions; derived from the regular appointment of nephews
(Latin, nepos) by Renaissance popes.
New Economic Policy a modified version of the old capitalist system introduced in the Soviet Union by Lenin in 1921 to revive the
economy after the ravages of the civil war and war communism.
new imperialism the revival of imperialism after 1880 in which
European nations established colonies throughout much of Asia
and Africa.
new monarchies the governments of France, England, and Spain
at the end of the fifteenth century, whose rulers succeeded in reestablishing or extending centralized royal authority, suppressing
the nobility, controlling the church, and insisting on the loyalty of
all peoples living in their territories.
nobiles “nobles.” The small group of families from both patrician
and plebeian origins who produced most of the men who were
elected to office in the late Roman Republic.
nominalist a member of a school of thought in medieval Europe
that, following Aristotle, held that only individual objects are real
and that universals are only names created by humans.
nuclear family a family group consisting only of a father, a
mother, and one or more children.
nuns women who withdrew from the world and joined a religious
community; the female equivalent of monks.
old order (old regime) the political and social system of France
in the eighteenth century before the Revolution.
oligarchy rule by a few.
optimates “best men.” Aristocratic leaders in the late Roman
Republic who generally came from senatorial families and wished
to retain their oligarchical privileges.
orders see estates.
organic evolution Darwin’s principle that all plants and animals
have evolved over a long period of time from earlier and simpler
forms of life.
Paleolithic Age the period of human history when humans used
simple stone tools (c. 2,500,000–10,000 ...).
pantheism a doctrine that equates God with the universe and all
that is in it.
panzer division in the German army under Hitler, a strike force
of about three hundred tanks and accompanying forces and supplies.
papal curia the administrative staff of the Catholic Church, composed of cardinals who assist the pope in running the church.
parlements provincial law courts in France.
pasteurization a process developed by Louis Pasteur for heating
a product to destroy the microorganisms that might cause
spoilage.
paterfamilias the dominant male in a Roman family whose
powers over his wife and children were theoretically unlimited,
though they were sometimes circumvented in practice.
patriarchal family a family in which the husband dominates his
wife and children.
patriarchy a society in which the father is supreme in the clan or
family; more generally, a society dominated by men.
patricians great landowners who became the ruling class in the
Roman Republic.
patronage the practice of awarding titles and making appointments to government and other positions to gain political
support.
Pax Romana “Roman peace.” A term used to refer to the stability
and prosperity that Roman rule brought to the Mediterranean
world and much of western Europe during the first and second
centuries ..
Pentateuch the first five books of the Hebrew Bible (Genesis,
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy).

986

!

perestroika “restructuring.” A term applied to Mikhail
Gorbachev’s economic, political, and social reforms in the Soviet
Union.
perioikoi in ancient Sparta, free inhabitants but not citizens who
were required to pay taxes and perform military service.
permissive society a term applied to Western society after World
War II to reflect the new sexual freedom and the emergence of a
drug culture.
Petrine supremacy the doctrine that the bishop of Rome (the
pope), as the successor of Saint Peter (traditionally considered the
first bishop of Rome), should hold a preeminent position in the
church.
phalanstery a self-sustaining cooperative community, as advocated by Charles Fourier in the early nineteenth century.
phalanx a rectangular formation of tightly massed infantry
soldiers.
philosophes intellectuals of the eighteenth-century
Enlightenment who believed in applying a spirit of rational
criticism to all things, including religion and politics, and who
focused on improving and enjoying this world, rather than on the
afterlife.
Pietism a movement that arose in Germany in the seventeenth century whose goal was to foster a personal experience of God as the
focus of true religious experience.
pig iron a type of iron produced by smelting iron ore with coke; of
lower quality than wrought iron.
plebeians the class of Roman citizens that included nonpatrician
landowners, craftspeople, merchants, and small farmers in the
Roman Republic. Their struggle for equal rights with the patricians dominated much of the Republic’s history.
plebiscita laws passed by the council of the plebs.
pluralism the practice of holding several church offices simultaneously; a problem of the late medieval church.
plutocrats members of the wealthy elite.
pogroms organized massacres of Jews.
polis an ancient Greek city-state encompassing both an urban area
and its surrounding countryside; a small but autonomous political
unit where all major political and social activities were carried out
centrally.
political democracy a form of government characterized by universal suffrage and mass political parties.
politiques a group who emerged during the French Wars of
Religion in the sixteenth century, placed politics above religion,
and believed that no religious truth was worth the ravages of civil
war.
polytheism belief in or worship of more than one god.
Pop Art an artistic movement of the 1950s and 1960s in which
artists took images of popular culture and transformed them into
works of fine art. Andy Warhol’s painting of Campbell’s soup cans
is one example.
popular culture as opposed to high culture, the unofficial written
and unwritten culture of the masses, much of which was traditionally passed down orally and centered on public and group
activities such as festivals. In the modern age, the term refers to
the entertainment, recreation, and pleasures that people purchase
as part of the mass consumer society.
populares “favoring the people.” Aristocratic leaders in the late
Roman Republic who tended to use the people’s assemblies in
an effort to break the stranglehold of the nobiles on political
offices.
popular sovereignty the doctrine that government is created
by and subject to the will of the people, who are the source of all
political power.
populism a political philosophy or movement that supports the
rights and power of ordinary people in their struggle against the
privileged elite.
portolani charts of landmasses and coastlines made by navigators and mathematicians in the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries.
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Post-Impressionism an artistic movement that began in France
in the 1880s. Post-Impressionists sought to use color and line to
express inner feelings and produce a personal statement of reality.
Postmodernism a term used to cover a variety of artistic and intellectual styles and ways of thinking prominent since the 1970s.
praetor a Roman executive official responsible for the administration of the law.
praetorian guard the military unit that served as the personal
bodyguard of the Roman emperors.
predestination the belief, associated with Calvinism, that God, as
a consequence of his foreknowledge of all events, has predetermined those who will be saved (the elect) and those who will be
damned.
prefect during the reign of Napoleon, an official appointed by the
central government to oversee all aspects of a local government.
price revolution the dramatic rise in prices (inflation) that occurred throughout Europe in the sixteenth and early seventeenth
centuries.
primogeniture an inheritance practice in which the eldest son
receives all or the largest share of the parents’ estate.
principate the form of government established by Augustus for
the Roman Empire; it continued the constitutional forms of the
Republic and consisted of the princeps (“first citizen”) and the senate, although the princeps was clearly the dominant partner.
procurator the head of the Holy Synod, the chief decision-making
body for the Russian Orthodox Church.
proletariat the industrial working class. In Marxism, the class
that will ultimately overthrow the bourgeoisie.
propaganda a program of distorted information put out by
an organization or government to spread its policy, cause, or
doctrine.
psychoanalysis a method developed by Sigmund Freud to resolve
a patient’s psychic conflict.
purgatory defined by the Catholic Church as the place where
souls went after death to be purged of punishment for sins committed in life.
Puritans English Protestants inspired by Calvinist theology who
wished to remove all traces of Catholicism from the Church of
England.

relativity theory Einstein’s theory that, among other things,
(1) space and time are not absolute but are relative to the observer and interwoven into a four-dimensional space-time con2
tinuum and (2) matter is a form of energy (E = mc ).
relics the bones of Christian saints or objects intimately associated with saints that were considered worthy of veneration.
Renaissance the “rebirth” of Classical culture that occurred in
Italy between c. 1350 and c. 1550; also, the earlier revivals of
Classical culture that occurred under Charlemagne and in the
twelfth century.
rentier a person who lives on income from property and is not
personally involved in its operation.
reparations payments made by a defeated nation after a war to
compensate another nation for damage sustained as a result of
the war; required from Germany after World War I.
revisionism a socialist doctrine that rejected Marx’s emphasis
on class struggle and revolution and argued instead that workers should work through political parties to bring about gradual
change.
revolution a fundamental change in the political and social organization of a state.
revolutionary socialism a socialist doctrine that violent action
was the only way to achieve the goals of socialism.
rhetoric the art of persuasive speaking; in the Middle Ages, one
of the seven liberal arts.
risorgimento a movement in Italy in the nineteenth century
aimed at the creation of a united Italian republic.
Rococo an eighteenth-century artistic movement that emphasized
grace, gentility, lightness, and charm.
Romanesque a term used to describe the art and especially
architecture of Europe in the eleventh and twelfth centuries.
Romanization the process by which Roman culture and institutions were spread to the provinces; often accomplished through
the Roman army as colonies of veterans were established wherever the legions were stationed throughout the empire.
Romanticism a nineteenth-century intellectual and artistic movement that rejected the emphasis on reason of the Enlightenment.
Instead, Romantics stressed the importance of intuition, feeling,
emotion, and imagination as sources of knowing.

quadrivium arithmetic, geometry, astronomy, and music; four
of the seven liberal arts (the others made up the trivium) that
formed the basis of medieval and early modern education.
quaestors Roman officials responsible for the administration of
financial affairs.
querelles des femmes “arguments about women.” A centuriesold debate about the nature of women that continued during
the Scientific Revolution as those who argued for the inferiority
of women found additional support in the new anatomy and
medicine.

sacraments rites considered imperative for a Christian’s salvation. By the thirteenth century, these consisted of the Eucharist
or Lord’s Supper, baptism, marriage, penance, extreme unction,
holy orders, and confirmation of children; Protestant reformers
of the sixteenth century generally recognized only two—baptism
and communion (the Lord’s Supper).
salons gatherings of philosophes and other notables to discuss
the ideas of the Enlightenment; so called from the elegant drawing rooms (salons) where they met.
sans-culottes “without breeches.” The common people, who
did not wear the fine clothes of the upper classes and played
an important role in the radical phase of the French
Revolution.
satrap a governor with both civil and military duties in the ancient Persian Empire, which was divided into satrapies, or provinces, each administered by a satrap.
scholasticism the philosophical and theological system of the
medieval schools, which emphasized rigorous analysis of
contradictory authorities; often used to try to reconcile faith
and reason.
scientific method a method of seeking knowledge through inductive principles, using experiments and observations to develop
generalizations.
Scientific Revolution the transition from the medieval worldview to a largely secular, rational, and materialistic perspective
that began in the seventeenth century and was popularized in the
eighteenth.
scriptoria writing rooms for the copying of manuscripts in medieval monasteries.

rapprochement the rebuilding of harmonious relations between
nations.
rationalism a system of thought based on the belief that human
reason and experience are the chief sources of knowledge.
Realism a nineteenth-century school of painting that emphasized
the everyday life of ordinary people, depicted with photographic
accuracy.
realist a subscriber to the medieval European school of thought
that held, following Plato, that the individual objects we perceive
are not real but merely manifestations of universal ideas existing
in the mind of God.
Realpolitik “politics of reality.” Politics based on practical concerns rather than theory or ethics.
reason of state the principle that a nation should act on the basis
of its long-term interests and not merely to further the dynastic interests of its ruling family.
Reconquista in Spain, the reconquest of Muslim lands by
Christian rulers and their armies.
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scutage in the fourteenth century, a money payment for military
service that replaced the obligation of military service in the lordvassal relationship.
secularism the process of becoming more concerned with material, worldly, temporal things and less with spiritual and religious
things; a characteristic of the Italian Renaissance.
self-determination the doctrine that the people of a given territory or a particular nationality should have the right to determine
their own government and political future.
senate the leading council of the Roman Republic; composed of
about three hundred men (senators) who served for life and dominated much of the political life of the Republic.
separation of powers a doctrine enunciated by Montesquieu in
the eighteenth century that separate executive, legislative, and
judicial powers serve to limit and control each other.
serf a peasant who is bound to the land and obliged to provide
labor services and pay various rents and fees to the lord; considered unfree but not a slave because serfs could not be bought and
sold.
skepticism a doubtful or questioning attitude, especially about
religion.
social Darwinism the application of Darwin’s principle of organic
evolution to the social order; led to the belief that progress comes
from the struggle for survival as the fittest advance and the weak
decline.
socialism an ideology that calls for collective or government ownership of the means of production and the distribution of goods.
socialized medicine health services for all citizens provided by
government assistance.
social security government programs that provide social welfare
measures such as old-age pensions and sickness, accident, and disability insurance.
Socratic method a form of teaching that uses a question-andanswer format to enable students to reach conclusions by using
their own reasoning.
Sophists wandering scholars and professional teachers in ancient
Greece who stressed the importance of rhetoric and tended toward skepticism and relativism.
soviets councils of workers’ and soldiers’ deputies formed
throughout Russia in 1917 that played an important role in the
Bolshevik Revolution.
sphere of influence a territory or region over which an outside
nation exercises political or economic influence.
squadristi in Italy in the 1920s, bands of armed Fascists used to
create disorder by attacking Socialist offices and newspapers.
stagflation a combination of high inflation and high unemployment that was prevalent in the United States and elsewhere from
1973 to the mid-1980s.
Stalinization the adoption by Eastern European Communist
countries of features of the economic, political, and military policies implemented by Stalin in the Soviet Union.
Stoicism a philosophy founded by Zeno in the fourth century
... that taught that happiness could be obtained by accepting one’s lot and living in harmony with the will of God, thereby
achieving inner peace.
subinfeudation the practice whereby a lord’s greatest vassals
subdivided their fiefs and had vassals of their own, who in
turn subdivided their fiefs, and so on down to simple knights,
whose fiefs were too small to subdivide.
suffrage the right to vote.
suffragists advocates of extending the right to vote to women.
sultan “holder of power.” A title taken by Turkish leaders who
took command of the Abbasid Empire in 1055.
surplus value in Marxism, the difference between a product’s real
value and the wages of the worker who produced the product.
Surrealism an artistic movement that arose between World War
I and World War II. Surrealists portrayed recognizable objects in
unrecognizable relationships in order to reveal the world of the
unconscious.
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syncretism the combining of different forms of belief or practice,
as, for example, when two gods are regarded as different forms of
the same underlying divine force and are fused together.
tariffs duties (taxes) imposed on imported goods, usually to
raise revenue and to discourage imports and protect domestic
industries.
tetrarchy rule by four; the system of government established by
Diocletian (284–305) in which the Roman Empire was divided
into two parts, each ruled by an “Augustus” assisted by a “Caesar.”
theocracy a government ruled by a divine authority.
Third Estate one of the traditional tripartite divisions (orders)
of European society based on heredity and quality rather than
wealth or economic standing, first established in the Middle Ages
and continuing into the eighteenth century; consisted of all who
were not members of the clergy or nobility (the first two estates).
three-field system in medieval agriculture, the practice of dividing the arable land into three fields so that one could lie fallow
while the others were planted in winter grains and spring crops.
tithe a portion of one’s harvest or income, paid by medieval peasants to the village church.
Torah the body of law in Hebrew Scripture, contained in the
Pentateuch (the first five books of the Hebrew Bible).
totalitarian state a state characterized by government control
over all aspects of economic, social, political, cultural, and intellectual life, the subordination of the individual to the state, and
insistence that the masses be actively involved in the regime’s
goals.
total war warfare in which all of a nation’s resources, including
civilians at home as well as soldiers in the field, are mobilized for
the war effort.
trade union an association of workers in the same trade, formed
to help members secure better wages, benefits, and working
conditions.
transformism the theory that societies evolve gradually.
transnational corporation another term for “a multinational
corporation,” or a company with divisions in more than two
countries.
transubstantiation a doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church
that during the Eucharist, the substance of the bread and wine is
miraculously transformed into the body and blood of Jesus.
trench warfare warfare in which the opposing forces attack and
counterattack from a relatively permanent system of trenches
protected by barbed wire; a characteristic of World War I.
triangular trade a pattern of trade in early modern Europe
that connected Europe, Africa, and the Americas in an Atlantic
economy.
tribunes of the plebs beginning in 494 ..., Roman officials
who were given the power to protect plebeians against arrest by
patrician magistrates.
trivium grammar, rhetoric, and dialectic or logic; three of the
seven liberal arts (the others made up the quadrivium) that were
the basis of medieval and early modern education.
Truman Doctrine the doctrine, enunciated by Harry Truman in
1947, that the United States would provide economic aid to countries that said they were threatened by Communist expansion.
tyrant in an ancient Greek polis (or an Italian city-state during the
Renaissance), a ruler who came to power in an unconstitutional
way and ruled without being subject to the law.
ultraroyalists in nineteenth-century France, a group of aristocrats who sought to return to a monarchical system dominated by
a landed aristocracy and the Catholic Church.
uncertainty principle a principle in quantum mechanics, posited
by Heisenberg, that holds that one cannot determine the path of
an electron because the very act of observing the electron would
affect its location.
unconditional surrender complete, unqualified surrender of a
belligerent nation.
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utopian socialists intellectuals and theorists in the early nineteenth century who favored equality in social and economic conditions and wished to replace private property and competition
with collective ownership and cooperation.
vassalage the granting of a fief, or landed estate, in exchange
for providing military services to the lord and fulfilling certain
other obligations such as appearing at the lord’s court when
summoned and making a payment on the knighting of the lord’s
eldest son.
vernacular the everyday language of a region, as distinguished
from a language used for special purposes. For example, in medieval Paris, French was the vernacular, but Latin was used for academic writing and for classes at the University of Paris.
viceroy the administrative head of the provinces of New Spain
and Peru in the Americas.
volkish thought the belief that German culture is superior and
that the German people have a universal mission to save Western
civilization from “inferior” races.
war communism Lenin’s policy of nationalizing industrial and
other facilities and requisitioning the peasants’ produce during
the civil war in Russia.
war guilt clause the clause in the Treaty of Versailles that declared that Germany (with Austria) was responsible for starting
World War I and ordered Germany to pay reparations for the damage the Allies had suffered as a result of the war.
Warsaw Pact a military alliance, formed in 1955, in which
Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Hungary,

Poland, Romania, and the Soviet Union agreed to provide mutual
assistance.
welfare state a sociopolitical system in which the government assumes primary responsibility for the social welfare of its citizens
by providing such things as social security, unemployment benefits, and health care.
wergeld “money for a man.” In early Germanic law, a person’s
value in monetary terms, paid by a wrongdoer to the family of the
person who had been injured or killed.
world-machine Newton’s conception of the universe as one huge,
regulated, and uniform machine that operated according to natural laws in absolute time, space, and motion.
wrought iron a high-quality iron first produced during the eighteenth century in Britain; manufactured by puddling, a process
developed by Henry Cort that involved using coke to burn away
the impurities in pig iron.
zemstvos local assemblies established in Russia in 1864 by Tsar
Alexander II.
ziggurat a massive stepped tower on which a temple dedicated to
the chief god or goddess of a Sumerian city was built.
Zionism an international movement that called for the establishment of a Jewish state or a refuge for Jews in Palestine.
Zollverein the customs union of all the German states except
Austria, formed by Prussia in 1834.
Zoroastrianism a religion founded by the Persian Zoroaster in
the seventh century ..., characterized by worship of a supreme
god, Ahuramazda, who represents the good against the evil spirit,
identified as Ahriman.
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