
Romanticism 



Medieval (1066 ï 1485)  

  

  THEOLOGY, feudalism, monarchy, Roman Catholic Church 

  

   Glorify God 

  

    

Renaissance (1485 ï 1660) 

  

  PHILOSOPHY, aristocracy, monarchy, Protestant Reformation 

  

   Glorify God and Humanity 

  

    

Enlightenment (1660 ï 1798) 

  

  SCIENCE, constitutional monarchy, liberalism, republicanism, Deism 

  

   Glorify Humanity 

  

  

Romantic Age (1798 ï 1832) 

 



   The Enlightenment Project 

Renaissance (humanistic philosophy) combined with the Enlightenment 

(scientific progress) would lead to the emancipation of mankind from 

superstition (the clergy) and oppression (the monarchy) guaranteeing personal 

and political freedom. 

 

   The Romantic Response 

 

The Romantics support the goals of the Enlightenment, but they feel that the 

individual has been lost within the dominance of scientific thinking. Society 

has swallowed the individual. The mechanical view has suppressed emotion 

and passion. The violence of the French Revolution was a failure to secure 

political freedom, and the alternative became personal, artistic freedom.  

 

The Romantics revive the Renaissance emphasis on the individual.  

 

 

 

 



Characteristics of Romanticism 

 

Romanticism was an intellectual and artistic response to the extreme change 

and uncertainty of the time due to political revolution and industrialization. 

 

The Romantics focused on authenticity, integrity, and spontaneity.  

 

The Romantics embraced their intuitions and emotions as valid sources of 

insight about the human experience. 

 

They were political and artistic radicals as optimistic as the philosophes, but 

also had a sublime sense of beauty. 

 

Romanticism is a critique of the excessive rationalism of the Enlightenment. 

 

 Romanticism is a continuation of the Enlightenment by other means. 

 

 Romanticism is the ñrenaissance of the Renaissance.ò 

 



Philosophers of Romanticism: Rousseau and Kant 



Caspar David Friedrich ñWanderer Above the Sea of Fogò 1818 



Caspar David Friedrich ñThe Dreamerò 1835 



Caspar David Friedrich ñMoonrise by the Seaò 1821 



Caspar David Friedrich ñTwo Men Contemplating the Moonò 1820 



John Constable ñSalisbury Cathedral from the Bishop's Gardenò   



John Constable ñWivenhoe Park, Essexò 1816 



J.M.W. Turner ñDutch Boats in a Galeò 1801 



J.M.W. Turner ñRain Steam and Speed the Great Western Railwayò 1844 



Theodore Gericault ñThe Raft of the Medusaò 1819 



Francisco de Goya ñThe Third of May 1808ò 1814 



Eugene Delacroix ñLady Liberty Leading the Peopleò 1830 



Romanticism: Golden Age of German 

Literature 

 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, a central 

figure in the Sturm und Drang 

Movement, was the author of the popular 

novel The Sorrows of Young Werther and 

the poetic masterpiece Faust. 

 

Friedrich von Schiller was an influential 

playwright, most famous for The 

Robbers, who believed intensely in 

human freedom. 

 

The Grimm Brothers, representative of 

the Romantic fascination with the 

Middle Ages, collected traditional folk 

stories and published them as Grimmôs 

Fairy Tales. 

 

Heinrich Heine was an influential poet 

whose concern for individual experience 

highlights the Romantic emphasis on 

subjectivity.  

                 Goethe 

              Heine 

           Schiller 

        Grimm 



       German Romantic Composers 

 
      Ludwig von Beethoven 

 

           Franz Schubert 

 

                           Felix Mendelssohn 

 

                             Richard Wagner 



                 Blake 

            Wordsworth 

              Shelley 

                Byron 

British Romanticism: 1798-1832 

 

William Blake was a poet and 

painter who was considered a 

mystical genius. He is most known 

for Songs of Innocence and 

Experience. 

 

William Wordsworthôs ñTintern 

Abbeyò is the central poetic 

statement of the romantic 

philosophy on life.  

 

Percy Shelleyôs Prometheus 

Unbound celebrates the rebellious 

spirit. 

 

Lord Byron was the symbol of the 

Romantic spirit, and his life gave 

birth to the concept of the Byronic 

Hero, the isolated rebel who resists 

conformity to social norms and 

embraces an imaginative 

individuality. 


